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  County of San Bernardino, Land Use Services Department 
 Attn: Jim Morrissey, Planner 
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor 
San Bernardino, CA 92415 
Email: Jim.Morrissey@lus.sbcounty.gov September 22, 2022 

RE: Scoping Comments for Draft EIR Sienna Solar and Storage Project  
(Sienna 2) 

Dear Mr. Morrissey: 

As you probably know, the Scenic 247 Committee is lead organization  
on the County’s campaign to seek State Scenic Highway designation  
for S.R. 247.  

We have completed the extensive Visual Assessment, vetted and approved 
by County Land Use Services and Caltrans.  

Our December 2021 presentation to the public meeting of the County  
Planning Commission Planning was very well received.  

We have submitted a draft Corridor Protection Plan. Being finalized 
right now, this is the final step for County obtaining the State  
Scenic Highway designation. 

Sierra 2 is not compatible with the scenic protections outlined in  
the Corridor Protection Plan. However, even without official State  
designation, the highway already has protections:  

“The intent of the State Scenic Highway Program is to protect and  
enhance California's natural scenic beauty. If a highway is listed  
as eligible for official designation, it is also part of the Scenic 
Highway System and care must be taken to preserve its eligible status.” 
–Department of Transportation website 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/vol1/sec3/community/ch27via/chap27via.htm#scenic 

 
Ray Desselle, Caltrans Landscape Architect, confirmed at the outset  
of our campaign: 
1) The Scenic Corridor includes everything visible from the highway. 

2) Official designation changes nothing in already existing codes. 

County Land Use Services updated their protections for S.R.247 as a 
County Scenic Byway to align with Caltrans Scenic Highway guidelines. 

The Sienna project undeniably sits in the 247 scenic corridor.  

Section 4 South in our Visual Assessment of segments of S.R. 247  
eligible for Scenic Highway status begins with Post Mile 48.5.  
The vast playa and surroundings of Lake Lucerne, even from the same 
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  level as the lake bed, continue south of this point, but remain 
 in full view of a traveler southbound on S.R.247.  

Our Visual Assessment, as required and approved by Caltrans,  
locates viewpoints for northbound and southbound travelers, and 
rates scenic resources and intrusions according to percentages  
by mile. All intrusions are included, whether by the roadside or 
visible from miles away. The map below shows Section 4 topography, 
viewpoint locations (Fig. 49, etc.) and intrusions. A quick over-
layering of the Sienna 2 site gives you the problem in a nutshell. 
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View eastward from Mile 49 – As you can see, Sienna 2 would be  
assessed as a Major Intrusion.  

The relocated Sienna Solar and Storage project location, substa-
tion, battery storage, gen-ties with the proposed Calcite substa-
tion, as described, have other adverse affects.  

Also, We strongly disagree with County Land Use Services position 
that Sienna 2 is a viable project under Res #2019-17, Sec. 3.  

Sienna 2 site lies in full view of most property owners  
in the unincorporated “disadvantaged” community of Lucerne Valley,  
a major  conflict with the San Bernardino County Renewable Energy 
and Conservation Element (RECE) Policy 4.10:   
“Prohibits utility-oriented renewable energy (RE) project develop-
ment on sites that would create adverse impacts on the quality of 
life or economic development opportunities in existing unincorpo-
rated communities.” 

Thank you for your attention, 

 

 

Betty Munson, 
Chair 
760-364-2646  

P.S.
Please see Pages 50-59 of the Scenic 247 Visual Assessment,  
included. Also see the photo on Page 68 (59S) which shows the vista 
presented to the southbound traveler when descending from Goat 
Pass. This iconic view across Lucerne Lake also appears on the 
cover page of all documents we produce.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pages 50-59 and 68 
of the 

Scenic 247 Visual Assessment 



50SECTION

Section 4: Barstow Road  
PM 48.5 to PM 76 (Length: 27.5 miles) 
Percentage of Visual Intrusions within 
Section: 23.9% 

Minor Intrusions: Rural residences and 
structures, transmission lines at a  
distance, “water tank” cell tower, 
Peterman Hill reclaimed quarry,  
microwave relay station, gas line 
equipment, signage, distant freeway, 
distant city and town views. 
Moderate Intrusions: Distant mining 
operations, rural residences and  
structures close to highway, Slash X 
Ranch, transmission lines at closer 
range, landfill. 
 

Major Intrusions: Transmission lines 
seen at close range. 
 

At approximately PM 48.5  the north-
bound traveler enters the heart of  

Lucerne Lake, a dry lake bed occupying 
the lowest point in the region at 2,851 ft. 
elevation (Figure 49N). This straight  
section of highway travels due north.

SECTION 4

Lucerne  
Dry Lake

NORTHBOUND

VISUAL ASSESSMENT 

“PM” = Caltrans numbered Post Mile 
markers. SR 247 PM 0 stands at the  
intersection with SR 62 in Yucca Valley. 
PM 78 intersects Route 66/Interstate15 



51SECTIONSECTION 4

Figure 49N - Scenic View: The northbound traveler passes through the Lucerne Dry 
Lake bed at PM 49, with the Granite Mountains to the east and the Ord Mountains. 
ahead and to the west.

Lucerne Lake is approximately 3.7 
miles by 5 miles in size at its widest point. 
It is classified as an Endorheic Basin or 
“closed sea” because it has no outflow to 
lower elevations. Undrained basins such 
as these which occur in the desert are also 
known as “playas.” 
 
They are characteristically flat, dry and 
free of vegetation. Although the dry lake 
bed may appear to be a featureless plain, 
playas in general reveal much about  

climate, past and present. Lucerne Lake 
last held permanent water at the end of 
the Pleistocene Epoch, approximately 
11,000 years ago. Its beaches show  
evidence of prehistoric human occupation. 
 
Today, Lucerne Lake may collect a bit of 
water for brief periods in rainy seasons, 
before drying out again.  
 
Deep fissures can be observed across the 
surface of the dry lake bed. They are  

attributed to the drying out of sediments  
at depth, due to both ongoing climatic  
drying of the region and to overdraft of 
groundwater. 
 
Lucerne Lake is surrounded by the  
Granite Mountains to the northwest,  
the Ord Mountains to the northeast, the 
town of Lucerne Valley and the Bighorn 
Mountains to the south, and Cougar Buttes 
and the Fry Mountains in the distance  
to the east (Figs. 49W, 49E, 49NE, 50NE).



52SECTIONSECTION 4

Figure 49W - Scenic View: Looking west across the dry lake bed toward  
the Granite Mountains, with clay and silt dunes. 

Figure 49E - Scenic View: Looking east across Lucerne Dry Lake to the craggy Cougar 
Buttes at a distance of 7 miles, and to the Fry Mountains on the left at a distance of  
14 miles. The Bighorn Mountains south of  Johnson Valley can be seen on the right.



53SECTIONSECTION 4

Figure 50NE - Scenic View: At PM 50 looking northeast,  
the traveler is at the edge of the lake bed looking toward  
the Ord Mountains. 

NORTHBOUND

NORTHBOUND

Figure 49NE - Scenic View: Looking northeast across the dry lake bed toward  
the Ord Mountains, 6 to 15 miles in the distance. 



54SECTIONSECTION 4 

Figure 49S - Scenic View with Intrusion: The mines on the San Bernardino Mountains 
above Lucerne Valley become discernible as intrusions at about PM 49 looking south.

SOUTHBOUND

The unincorporated community of  
Lucerne Valley might begin to come 

into distant view for the southbound  
traveler at about PM 49, with the  
San Bernardino Mountains beyond.  
Three active mining operations exist  
on the north face of the mountain range 
above Lucerne Valley.  

 The mines are all regulated under the  
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act (SMCRA) and are slated for restoration 
to pre-mine conditions when they close. 
Two of them mine high-quality limestone 
which is a major component in dozens of 

everyday products. It is light in color, con-
trasting with the surrounding mountains.   
The third mines a material darker in color, 
and is less visible. The mines are at a  
distance of 8 to 12 miles from the south-
bound traveler viewing them from PM 49.  

 
The treeless desert landscape doesn’t offer 
screening of views to the mines. However, 
because of the great distance, the land use 
may not be recognizable to travelers from 
this vantage point. Scenic views in all  
directions allow the intrusive impact of the 
mines to recede so they do not dominate 
the desert panorama. While variation in 

color on the face of the mountain range 
may be discernible to the southbound 
traveler for a driving distance of about 
seven miles in this section, it isn’t until 
about PM 49 that the land use is  
classified as an intrusion.  

 
These historic mines are thus classified  
as a moderate intrusion over a distance of 
1/2 mile. The following three images show 
views of the mines from three different 
vantage points along the highway  
(Figs. 49S, 51S, and 56S).



55SECTION

Figure 56S - Scenic View: The mines on 
the north face of the San Bernardino  
Mountains begin to come into view for  

the southbound traveler about PM 56, but  
because of their great distance and the  
scenic nature of the immediate landscape, 

they are not yet classified as an intrusion. 
The foothills of the Granite Mountains are 
seen near the west side of the highway.

SECTION 4

SOUTHBOUND

Figure 51S - Scenic View: The mines on the 
face of the San Bernardino Mountains above 

Lucerne Valley, seen at a sufficient distance 
and with enough other features in the view 

as to be indiscernible to most visitors  
looking south from PM 51.

SOUTHBOUND



56SECTIONSECTION 4 

Figure 51E - Scenic View: Looking East from PM 51 toward the Fry Mountains 10 to 15 miles in the distance. 

At PM 50.2, the traveler passes an abandoned radio broad-
casting building on the east side of the highway. The single 

structure is not screened from view, but it is the only structure for 
miles and the natural landscape dominates. It is classified as a 
minor intrusion (Fig.50.2E). 

At PM 51, the northbound traveler is at the northern limit of the 
dry lake. Clumps of Saltbush cover the flat terrain reaching east. 
Salt Cedar (Tamarisk) grows in spots along the highway.  
A collection of rural residences can be seen about a mile from 
the highway to the east of PM 51. They are not classified as an 
intrusion (Fig. 51E). 
 
Depending on the light and weather, from approximately PM 50 
for the northbound traveler transmission lines may be discernible 
running along the base of the mountains in the distance two 
miles to the west. For 1/2 mile traveling in either direction,  
the lines are classified as a minor intrusion (Figure 51.5W). >>> 
 
At PM 52.2, the three rows of large SCE transmission lines cross 
the highway. For a stretch of approximately 1/4 mile approaching 
from either direction, the transmission towers and lines  
dominate the view and are classified as a major intrusion  
(Figure 52N). >>>

Figure 50.2E - Intrusion: An abandoned radio broadcasting  
building sits 400’ off the highway at PM 50.2 looking east. 



57SECTIONSECTION 4

Figure 52N - Intrusion: The three parallel SCE transmission lines cross the highway  
just north of PM 52. 

NORTHBOUND

Figure 51.5W - Scenic View with Intrusion: The scenic Granite Mountains, viewed from 
PM 51.5 looking west. Creosote bushes begin to populate the landscape. Transmission lines 
may be discernible running along the base of the mountains at a distance of two miles.



58SECTION

Once the traveler passes under the 
power lines, views are again unob-

structed. South of PM 52, the highway 
bends to the left for the northbound  
traveler to follow a northwest/southeast 
direction, splitting from Haynes Rd. which 
continues north. The lower formation of 
the Granite Mountains (called White 
Horse Mountain on the USGS map) comes 
close to the highway here to the west. 

 

Very close to the east side of the highway 
at PM 51.5 sits Peterman Hill, a limestone 
deposit which comes into view for the 
southbound traveler at PM 59. The scenic 
peaked shape of the hill appears promi-
nently in the view of the approaching 
southbound traveler for about 7.5 miles, 
standing in relief within the vast mostly 
flat landscape around it. Only upon pass-
ing the hill can the traveler see evidence 
of past mining, with some white scarring 

which contrasts with the dark color of the 
rock. This former limestone quarry has 
been successfully recontoured and re-
claimed, and is classified as a minor in-
trusion for 1/8 mile (Figs. 51.8SE, 53S). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 53S - Scenic View with Intrusion: Peterman Hill, viewed as Scenic by the southbound traveler from PM 53.  
The SCE transmission lines are visible here to the southbound traveler as they cross the highway ahead.

SOUTHBOUND

SECTION 4 

Figure 51.8SE - Intrusion: Peterman Hill reclaimed limestone quarry, as seen from PM 51.8 looking southeast.

North  
Lucerne 

 Valley



59SECTION

 

Between PM 52 and PM 56.5, SR 247 
travels in a northwest/southeast  

direction through a landscape gaining in 
elevation and increasingly dominated by 
Creosote bushes as one drives north.  
 

At PM 54 the elevation of the highway 
reaches 3,000 feet and continues to 
gently climb, bending slightly further 
northward at PM 55.  
 
The traveler along this stretch of highway 
is treated to views over the vast Mojave 
Desert landscape, with its variations in 
texture, color and light.  

 
Within this remarkably scenic landscape 
exists a few areas of sparse rural  
residential development. Some of these 
residences can be seen in the distance, 
and are not classified as intrusions. A  
few of them occur within a half mile of 
the highway. They are widely dispersed,  
and the natural landscape dominates.  
These rural residences are classified as 
minor intrusions. Some include a number 
of outbuildings, collections of trailers,  
vehicles or other reflective objects and 
are classified as moderate intrusions. 
Overall, 1.5 miles of this stretch of  
highway are classified as intruded-upon.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
The images on pp.59-64, listed below, 
exemplify the types of built elements that 
exist along the scenic 4.5 mile stretch  
between PM 52 and PM 56.5:  
 

Captions for each photo will 
describe and locate the Scenic View 
and/or Intrusion.(Figs. 53E, 53W, 53SE, 
54E, 54W, 54.75NE, 55N, 55NE, 55SW, 
55.5E, 56SE, and 56NW). >>>

Figure 53E - Scenic View: Looking east from PM 53, the traveler views the jagged land-
forms of the Ord Mountains. Distant rural residences offer a sense of scale to the vast 
landscape. One home in this area is within a half mile of the highway, not pictured. 

SECTION 4

Inset: During mating season the Desert  
Tortoise migrates toward the water in lakes 
that are dry for the rest of the year.



68SECTIONSECTION 4

Figure 59SW - Scenic View: Looking southwest toward the Sidewinder and Granite  
Mountains from PM 59. Wooden power poles approach and cross the highway then travel 
its flank to the north. The southbound traveler here is descending from a 3,500’ elevation. 

SOUTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND

Figure 59S - Scenic View: Looking southeast from PM 59 with the foothills of the Ord 
Mountains in the foreground to the east, past the Granite Mountains and Peterman Hill  
in the mid-ground, then over Lucerne Dry Lake to the San Bernardino Mountains beyond. 




